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arising from several sudden deaths, chiefly blacks. Our
Police is awakening from its lethargy and are making
preparations. Fruit, especially melons, are prohibited,
much to the discomfort of the farmers and to ours in
particular. We never had such an immense crop of
melons before. The season has been very favorable.
That portion in the garden, under my direction, I have
had destroyed, feeding the ripe ones to the cows and
ploughing up the rest. The girls who stood by to watch
the avidity with which the cows devoured them, said they
could scarcely resist sharing in their feast and quite en-
vied them the fine delicious melons that were thrown to
them. Our farmer will not follow my example, but by
hook and by crook, as the saying is, sells a great quantity,
people come to the field to purchase them. I hope they
will not have cause to rue their obstinacy. We are all
very careful in our diet, yet are none of us free from
occasional disorders of the stomach and bowels. Were
we to consider these as premonitory symptoms, we might
be continually dosing ourselves with medicine. But I
presume until the disease does get to the city, no danger
can arise from these slight complaints, always incident
to the season. With the exception of what you say on
this point your letter is very encouraging and has inspired
me with a confidence I did not before feel. Had I re-
ceived it earlier, I should have engrafted part of it in a
letter of Maria's, which the persuasions of Mrs. Thorn-
ton and Mrs. Bornford to whom I read it, induced me to
publish in the Intelligencer. We always call after church
to enquire after Mrs. Bordeau. Mrs. Bomford does the
same, so our three families generally meet for an hour
or two on Sunday. It was then I read them Maria's
letter. We endeavor to persue our usual routine and
only once or twice have felt depressed or alarmed. Thesassinated February 13..in South Carolina by his
